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effervescent utterance that reminded one of the
rushing of some alpine torrent, or Pyreneean Gave
battling with the impediments that obstruct its
course. His memory was as surprising as his
loquacity; he could repeat whole pages from almost
any book that was mentioned in his presence, and
"come down" with effect on any unlucky wight
who had made an incorrect quotation from some
rare or obsolete volume, which might have been
supposed to be unknown to all present.

One day, in a country house, his friends had made
a bet that they would catch him napping, and start
a subject on which he could have nothing to say.
With this view they read up an article in an ency-
clopaedia of that time, on Chinese music. At dinner
one of the conspirators introduced the subject, a
second took it up, and a third exhausted the know-
ledge they had gained by reading the learned essay.
To their intense astonishment, Hare, in his excited,
spluttering manner, took up the topic, contradicted
all the statements that had been made, proved that
they were all in the wrong, and concluded by say-
ing, " I see, my good fellows, where you have taken
your impressions about the harmony of the Celestial
Empire. You have found them in an article in such
an encyclopaedia, which I myself wrote ten years
ago; but since then I have studied the subject and
conversed with well-informed travellers, and I have
arrived at conclusions diametrically opposed to those
I held when I wrote the article." *

Hare was very fond of practical jokes and mysti-
fications of all sorts. While passing a winter at

* This anecdote is also told of Professor Whewell, the Master of
Trinity.a rapid and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